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assault with his "push and persuasiveness." The
attempt involved a long journey north entailing
grave risk of absence from his unit without leave.
But it succeeded ; he received a minor staff appoint-
ment, wore red tabs, and consorted'with his seniors.
Presently he volunteered some sound advice upon
the subject of newspaper controversy about the
expedition. This won his spurs; and, admitted to
staff confidences, he was in a good position to see
something of the next campaign. But unhappily the
campaign of 1898 on the North-west Frontier failed
to materialise.

That summer British soldiers had something better
to look forward to than Indian Frontier warfare of
the standard pattern, For Sir Herbert Kitchener,
Sirdar of the Egyptian Army, was moving south
with six brigades in the Sudan to end the Mahdist
nightmare and avenge Gordon. Here, plainly, was
an opportunity Lieutenant Churchill should not miss.
His first application for attachment to the Egyptian
Army was refused (though other officers of equal
rank and service were accepted) in circumstances
which appeared to indicate Sir Herbert as the author
of this refusal. But Lieutenant Churchill's opera-
tions were rarely broken off at the first rebuff. In-
deed, his rare persistence, Lady Randolph's social
pull, and the swift emergence from a subaltern's
becoming chrysalis of a military historian with un-
usual opportunities of active service and a tendency
to pass judgment on his seniors inspired a rising
murmur in less enterprising circles. Undeterred, he
went home on leave and worked every oracle that